
Tho Vier President! goes ealllns:.

'he Novice Must Learn Sur¬
prising Thing».The Patch¬
work Code That Governs la
Complicated and Formidable.
Its Need of Revision.The
Cause of Many Social Feuds.
Congress and President Dis¬
agree as to Social Rank of Cer¬
tain High Functionaries.What
Will Be the Coming Season's
Social Wars?
BT JOII.Y ISLFIUDTII WATK1XB«

'nshlnEton, D. 0.i Dooember h, 1011.
> OMliTJMKH two meat powers are
»j Upon Ihr ovo of destroying uncli* other merely because two silly
des biivo squabbled," was Napoleon's
irnlng to tho wife of his ambassador,
parting for Lisbon. And the social
notions of our ropublloan court ha.vc
ten brnwod l>lttor enmities between
eat men. If hot botween «real states.
"Whin nodal feuds will w.o hnve
Is §00son7" Mistress Columbia ask*
rsiif now. when ihn gates of Vanity
air are once more to swing open,
r the capita! has seen Beer« n win-
r when . 'twlx this lime and Lent
me high functionary or his wife
lartiouliirly the latteri has not dl-
dod olllcluldom Into hostile camp."
>eauao of a coveted place In a re¬
living line, an envlod seat at table.

a dlbpiite over the preroRHtlvc of
ic drat call
Such emblttcrments occur merely be-
.uso official Washington has no so¬
ul code. It Is governed merely by a
tchwork nf precedents, hsnded down
the three co-ordinate brnnches of

3vernment, whose separate sections
the texture ctin never be fitted to-

ther. President Jefferson once tried to
rnplW; such n code, but failed dismally.
id his successors. Instead of deciding
idal questions, bove merely smooth-

Trench ,\mhnflaador our for o coll.

r«i things over. An example of this
la found In the ease of IIto Cabinet,
whoso social rank linn inns; been dis¬
puted by the Sonata an<l the SupremoCourt. At White ll.j0.oe reception* the
Issue of nssigulng them o definite
place in the line of guests is avoided
by askluc them, with their wives, t.i
reoclvo with the ProHldoitl ami his wife,

.and thus für» a 1'P.rt uf 1.1a »uivliil
family.

Can't No Dined Together.
Thin In the only Auwrivin elty Iii

which certain ports of high ollictala
on perfectly good terms, cannot prop¬
erly bo Invited to the name dinner, sim¬
ply beoousc Dame IStlqucUe cannot And
out which of I hp two ir- otil.ltled to the
placo at tnblo always rciorvgti for tho
honor guest.that upon the hostess's
rl'gh:.

Official Washington ban bccii called
o chess board. In whose netting every
man and woman la a pice 'or a pawn,
with a place or row definitely llxctl liv
th«> ruleii of the ...in... Pretty though
this dlinlle be, the fact is that the
places ttrp not not according - to; the
satnn rules at both ends of the board.
Thun, wiien i'onarnPN has charge of a

I ceremony, the Chlnf Justice and IiIj
associates are given 11 place ahead ot

'the ambassadors, while at functions In
charge of the executive branch of the
government the ambassadors arc placed
ahead of tho Supreme Court.
As a matter of feet, there will be

small hope for a uniform social code,
respooted by all. until It has passed
through the separate stages prescribed
for othnr laws.until it has been pro¬
posed by the Executive, framed by Con¬
gress, approved by tho President and
Interpreted by thn Supreme Court.
Meanwhile official coaicty will con¬

tinue to be governed by itr present
body of laws, based upon precedent und
subject to relnterprwtatlon Iron ad¬
ministration to admlnlnru tlon. A.1-
through the interpretation of this holor-
ogeneous corpus Jurla might frcaueutly
tax tho« reeourcus of a John .Marshall,
there are many precspta generally ac¬
cepted by society, In those tho new¬
comer must be schooled If he aspires
to success In official »ocloly, whoro the
penalty for lanornnco hi loo ofton oi>-
traclem and rornorso,
t'.ilouet te rrt-ncrlbed for President.
KlrBt of all, there are tho lonir-ro-

Italian Amlinnaador nnd "Wife calling on rrecldrnti

Gcrmnn Ambium dor mi,I Knmllj-.
spocted social laws guverninfr the Pres¬
ident himself. He must take preced¬
ence over all others in the land, even
over his wife.a status to which Gar-
flold yielded only after uttering t'nc
protest. "I fail to see why 1 can't
he President without being pig*" It
is by virtue of this law that upon atate

occasions the Chief Magistrate is serv¬
ed, at table, before his wife.a social
order to which a woman made audible
protest dining a Mute dinner, some ad
ministrations back. Then, too. the.
['resident must be given the right-hand
or "honor" .seal of any vehicle in
which he may tide. He docs, not at-
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We have a finer assortment of novelties for the Christmas larder than ever before, and those wholike luscious fare would do well to give us their orders now for the holidays.On the old principle of "first come first served" it is the early order that is quickly and satis¬factorily filled.
We cater to first-class trade by keeping only first-class goods.

Fresh Fruits for Christmas a Novelty
Among our Christmas novelties we wish to

call attention particularly to our fresh fruits, re¬
ceived daily from the orchards and hothouses in
which they are grown.

If you wish your Christmas dinner to be
unique, begin with Casaba melons, fresh from
California, have a salad of Aligator Pears and
Malaga Grapes, and a centerpiece of Oranges and
Grape Fruit, Anjou Pears, Virginia and OregonApples and luscious hothouse Grapes.

Other Suggestions for Xmas Larders
Fresh Fruits in Glass. Fruits in Brandy.

Glace Fruits.
Preserved Fruits. Imported Jelly Jams.

Imported Vegetables and Mushrooms in Tins
and Glass

Marmalades and Preserves, Domestic and
Imported.

Stuffed Olives.

816*818 East Main Street, Phone Monroe 160-161-162.

I'rcaldcn« nnd Drttlah Amhn aaador lcnvlns n runctiun.
tend formal functfone at the home's of
foreign diplomat;: ar.d -neither he nor
his wife returns culls, save those of
foreign executives visiting America.
An invitation from him or his wilt
takes precedence even of earlier invi¬
tation?; and cancels all other soclaj
obligations. Thus a Senator who ha«
already Issued formal Invitations for
a dinner party next Wednesday niuol
countermand his ordern to the cRtcrer
and must withdraw his invitations If
the President elects to honor him with
an Invitation for the same cvcnlns.Put this prerogative Jock not extend
to the President's daughters. Several
yearb back considerable ridicule was
heaped upon a wealthy hostess who ex¬
cused heridaughter from the hitter's!
own debutante dinner, on the groundthat, an Invitation from Miss Roose¬
velt, coming a few hours before, had to
he regarded as a "command."
Another rule prescribes that tho

President must be the last personage
to enter any public assemblage or cere¬
monial to which he Is Invited. The
violation of this rule during the Mc¬
Kinley memorial exercises in the House
of Representatives necessitated Presi¬
dent ftooseve.lfs rising with the other
guests to do homage to the SupremoCourt, which, by an oversight, was giv¬
en the honor of entering the hall laut
The Incident was at once, seized upon
by the social critics, and cofialderablo
newspaper apace war devoted to com¬
ment on the "Incident."

Learning t'ae of Titles.
Another social rule concerning the

President which debutantes and older
newcomers in official socloty mum be
taught Is that defining the mode of ad¬
dressing him. Never a« "Mr. Alt''
or "Judge." hut always as "Mr. Presi¬
dent'' must the grcotlng bo. And by
the fiatne rule his Inferiors arc ad¬
dressed "Mr. Vice-Prcsident," "Mr.
Justice," "Mr. Secretary" or Mr.
Speaker:" members of the. upper body
of Congress as "Senator;"' those of tho
lower body as "Mr."..ne.ver as "Con-
gressman" or "Representative," am¬
bassadors as "Excellency" and minis-
tors as "Mr."
Many are the embarrassments which

the »ocial tyro at Washington has
suffered because of Ignorance of these
little points. For months she muy
hurbor resentment at the Vtcc-Prcal-
dont's wife because the latter has not
returned her call. Then, by accident,
she learna that that lady never re¬
turns calls, except those, of Senators'
wives, and the little rent In her heart
heals up.
And unless she has carefully studlod

the little blue "diplomatic list" she may
make the faux pas of calling at an
embassy or legation, whore there is
no hostess, the ambassador or minister
being a bachelor or a daughterless
widower.
The diplomatic corps. Indeed,' causes

her more anxiety than any other.body
of officials residing at tho capital, for
it Is made up for the most part of men
who have received social training at
courts of proud and pune.tilllous mon-
archs.
why AmbnssadoT« stayed Away.
A charming hostess who Is «« high¬

ly conected as she la wealthy, ajid
who la the chatelaine of, one of the
"show houses" of the capital, suffered
cruel embarrassment, some seasons
back, simply because Bhe had not mas¬
tered ono little technicality of the code
governing officialdom's dealings with
this pampered coterie of foreigners.
At an exquisite musical she Invited a
list of ambassadors "to meet".as the
Invitations read.a functionary high In
the esteem of society. But all of the
ambassadors stayed away because
their code forbids their accepting an

invitation "to meet" any American ex¬
cept the President or his wife.
Another fact to be learned about the

ambassadors Is that their wives make
first calls only at the White House and
the homo of the Vlce-Presldent- For
isomo time this prerogativewas disput-¦.3,-'.', . VI ».*4" ...V. '?.//.'¦.,

cd by the late chief Justice, but when
the point was brought before Mrs.
Roosevelt aho ruled in favor of the am¬
bassadors' wlve«.
Napoloon had In mind the women of

the diplomatic corps when.he admon¬
ished the Duchess d'Abrantos with th«
words quoted at the head of this ar-
tide. And the same Honsltivencs.1!
which he feared in his day Is dreaded
even to-day In all of the courts of tht
world. Including our own. For undo!
international law an ambassador Is tin
sacred proxy of th>- Emperor. KiiiB oil
President whom he represents, ued
ever since the treaty of Westphaliathat International code has accordcJ
tp the wives of ambassadors the same
official honors and precedence which
they themselves enjoy. Thus, an am¬
bassadress cannot be sued for debt, no
matter how big the bill which she runs
up with our merchants.

Diplomat* and Diplomats.
The social neophyte must, however,

master the distinction between am-
hastadors and ministers. If she Is the
wife, of a new Supreme Court Justice
or a now Senator she. must l.arn that,
although she owes the first call to each
ambassador's wife, she Is entitled to
ths first call from the wives of all
torelsrn ministers. This punctlllus di-
plomatlc body Is a social world within
Itself, being governed socially by Its
"dean." the ambassador of longest res¬
idence in Washington.In the present
instance Baron Hengelmullcr who at
Washington represents the person of
Emperor Franz .losef, of Austria-
Hungary. A generation ago a Wash¬
ington host whose knowlodge of so-
rial forms was exceeded by his zeal
for social popularity selected the
Brltls.. minister to escort his wife, the
hostess, to the dining-room, although
the Spanish minister, who was dean of
tho diplomatic corps, was also presont.The Spanish minister protested forth¬
with and the Secretary of State, who
was fortunately present, restored the
"entente cordlale" by :.iducing hlB
hostess to give the place of honor to
the dean.

ODIcInIs Who Shouldn't Meet.
And If our novice seeks the advice of

the capital's grand dames of the old
school, she will bo advised against In¬
viting to the same board tho Vlce-
President and Chief Justice, between
whom social friction has always been
apprehendbd. By virtue of the fact
that his tribunal constitutes s co-ordi¬
nate branch of government, empowered
to overrule even tha President's ap¬
proval of laws passed by Congress,
there are some who maintain that the
Chief Justice Is even a higher func¬
tionary than the President, while those
who maintain that he Is second to no
other official of tho realm are legion.
But since Mr. MoKlnley's ruling that
the offices of President and Vlce-Prosl-
dent arc, socially speaking, Insepara¬
ble, the lattor has been generally ac¬
corded second rank, and to-day the
cautious host would better avoid en¬
tertaining the Chief Justice and dean
of the diplomatic corps, or any of the
ambassadors, at the same board, for,
as stated, the question whother the
head of the Judiciary or the amhassa-
dors deserve third.place Is a matter of
dispute between Congress and the
White House, the latter having favored
the ambassadors during the past fif¬
teen years. And It might be dangerous
to-' invite to .the name board the Chief
Justice and Secretary of State, Inas¬
much as many claim for the latter-rank
directly following the President.this
by virtue of fcbe succession act which
gives tho presidency to the Secretary
of State In case of tho death of both
President and Vice-President. Indeed,!
the Supreme Court has, In Its time, had
to dispute Its rank with tho Senate.
which, by virtue of the fact that the
Constitution mentions the Judiciary
third, claimed precedence. But after
studying her little book carefully the

Before the White Houas on a Recep¬
tion Vnr.

new Senator's wlfo will now pay a firstcall upon all of the Supromc Court
women, although requiring first calls
of tho Cabinet women and the wivesof Representatives.

Senate's- Losl Prestige.
The Senate has lust "lomc ol the so¬cial prestige which It enjoyed In thejdays wnen Patrick ileury. tor toe time,refused to corieiuer uh election theretobecause, as ho huui. no was too ulu tofall Into the '.'awkward imuitionn"which had booohte laehiunaolc. Beforethe day* of ftmoaagaaoru it claimedprecedence o\or tot oipiomatlc corps,|and old-timers In Wajiwng-ton societyrecall an oxcltlttf occasion wnen a cer-tain Senator's wife made a loud uproarbecause, her Rost escorted the wire jfa foreign luliusted to tnc uliting roomunj lhorob> ueprtvert her of lae seatof honor. I(u: the anioassador*, likea wedge, forced their way in above theSenate, which at the same time hAd toyield to thy 6ti|ireaie Court, ana inuucamu down two pegs.
Bui the new Cabinet wife who electsto test her iank wiin thai of any Stna-lor'u consort will find herself lipagainst a atone wall, ("fear of sena¬torial power over our husbands hasprevented our open revolt," explainedone Cabinet wife. "The demand by thewives of Senators that we call up inthem first u a species of social black-mall to which we. arc compelled tosubmit.") Thn Cabinet still yields t'.the .Senate In the mutter ur n»rt call.*,despito the faxt that in.: Cabinet Isin succession to th. presidency.

Ihr» Are Social Anomalies.Oablnel wives have certain prerogs-lives witch may engender rts-ntmentarnon:; the uninitiated. Decauae theyreceive more e;lll« than »nv oth»r wo-men in i.m>ui life. Dame Ktlquetielong ago relieved them of the necessityof returning, in person, calls from oth¬er th-Jii personal friends. Their purelylorm.-il visits nr.- returned by curd onlv.and many » nfrW hostess who has calledupon a Cabinet wife is surprised bt-caute that lady does not accompanvthe bit of brlstolboard hearing herengraved rtiune. She Is also surpris¬ed to find that n<i address is upon thocard, but le.ter learns that Cabinetwomen «mit this detail.
The wife of th? new representativeIs, Indeed, confronted by harrowingtask. If she wtshet to enjoy thf socialpleasures, for ciifitom exacts of her flrttealis upon nil of the women of ofnclal-dorn, from Mrs. Tat'l and Mj-a. SharnmnI down, through the Supreme Court, dtp-lonuulc. Cabinet and ecnatorlal set.".And It Is for her to take this inltla-tlve with the wives of all rcprescnta-tlvos who.-,.: service hea been longerthan her husband's. Poor woman! Buchan exchange of courtesies among mere¬ly the ofllclnls of her own Stale arcoft»:n task enough for a .«Ingic. season.Iteprceeatatlvea1 Wlvca Left (iu<.When it comes to invitations to greatfunctions really worth attending therepresentative's wife often finds her¬self and the other women of her cir¬cle Ignomlniously ignored. Invitationlists frequently Include the whole ofofliclaldom, In order, down to the Houhoof fleproacnlatlvcs, whore, after theSpeaker's name, the Hen (a drawn.Upon n notable occasion this distinctionwas the cause of no little comment andbitterness. This was when the \vl(tof a former Secretary of State took Itupon herself lo Issue cards requestingIhe women of official life to call upulia popular ambassador's wife ahoui tupay her tirHt visit to America. Unlessupon ftrnie of personal friendship withthe President's family, wives of repre¬sentatives iTavo not, for many years,been expected to call at the Whilerioupe upon other Ihan staled recep¬tion day:-.
As han doubtless been gleaned fromthe foregoing, it Is at her dinners thatWashington'» new hostess, makes herworst blunders, and one of the com-monosi of t.heae Is the Beating of fa¬vorite friends above offlciu-lc who ar«being entertained nt the same timeShe wishes to entertain, pay, he-r pas¬tor, from her home city and to Invitesome distinguished «ytiestu "to meet"him. But If any high federal offlclala.of the categories slated, arc Invited toher repast, ihe dear parson muat yieldplace to them and she must go to hertable upon the arm of the hlahcstofficial present, whether ho bo a jus¬tice, a Senator or a Cabinet officer.And for reasons already suggested,she must not Invite officialdom "tomeet" personages not catalogued abovethemselves in Ihe official list; nor mustshe invite married people "to meet"those who arc unmarried.

Other Things to Knnw,She must know that an officer of thearmy, at her tablo, must bo givenplace above a naval officer of equal'.relative ranV. that Invitations for for-mal dinners should be Issued threeweeks or more. In advance, and that,such functions should not be heldearlier than 8 o'clock.
Debutantes and other noviceu In of¬ficial society have as much lo learn

regarding the proprieties of not merolydispensing hospitality, hut of accept¬ing It. Thus they must know that,
an Invitation to tho President's board
demands a qall within throe days, while,
that to a card reception demands no
call: that when calling upon the Pres¬
ident's wife ehe should leave but one
card, and that a formal invitation to
dinner munt be acknowledged upon me
day of Its receipt.

.Indeed, the pateh-wor* social code
which governs official galot es in Wash¬
ington Is bo complex that t may well
dlsoourago persons from distant parts
who are otherwise ambitious for eoctal
lifo, wRIch to the. casual reader wno
hteB never had the. tlmo or Inclination
even for the social formalities of hid! home community, auch conventions as
are above described may be sneered
and Bniffed at as flipperles and fop-
paries unworthy of tb/? serU>us thoughtdevoted to them. But In offloial Wash¬
ington, as nowhere else In America, so-! olety is business, and business to be ef .

reotlvo must be conducted with sys¬
tem, as well as according to hallowed
traditions. Statesmen, soldiers, pub-
Heists and diplomatlots coming to
Washington, soon accept, even If with
a siRh the doctrine of tho old maxim,
"When In Borne do an the Romans."
or the advice of Lord Chesterfield:
"Without hesitation, kiss the Hllpper.
or whatever elae tho etiquette of that
court requires."

1 (Copyright, 1011, by John Elfreth Wat-
ltiUB.).


